
2022 Estimated Budget 

 
The Vermont Conference UCC & Champlain Association 

 The VT Conference of the United Church of Christ assists more than 100 VT UCC 
churches, including First Church, by supporting clergy, helping with individual church 
ministerial searches and calls, consulting with local church leadership, aiding in 
resolution of conflicts within churches, and linking Vermont’s UCC churches with each 
other through the Conference Annual Meeting. 
 The Champlain Association offers microgrants of up to $500.00 for member 
churches who need financial support for special projects or registration monies for 
meetings and workshops. It also provides support for “Members-in-Discernment” 
needing financial assistance to complete requirements for ordination. And, the 
Association regularly supports regional organizations such as VT Interfaith Action and 
the Cooperative Christian Ministry at UVM. 
 

VT Conference – UCC / Champlain Assoc. Annual Membership Dues 
 In addition to your pledge, a separate per capita payment of $14.50 per church 
member is needed to fund the VT Conference of the UCC and the services it provides. 
 

Planned Giving Information 
 Planned giving can be a variety of things, all of which support the church, and many 
can be financially advantageous to the contributor as well. Financial gifts, which can 
include cash, securities, and property, can be given as part of one’s will or during one’s 
lifetime. 
 An example of an advantage of including FCC in one’s will is that, under current tax 
law, any accrued capital gains associated with the donated assets will not be due from 
either the estate nor the church as recipient. Individuals, who are required to take a 
required minimum distribution (RMD) from an IRA, can contribute all or part of the RMD 
directly to the church avoiding having to pay any income tax on those monies. Other 
popular planned giving vehicles include Charitable Gift Annuities and Remainder Trusts. 
 Anyone who is considering these or other planned giving strategies should consult 
with one’s tax professional and legal and financial advisor to thoroughly understand 
exactly how these strategies work and need to be executed. This information is for 
informational purposes only and should not be considered personal investment or tax 
information advice. 

Annual Tithe Suggestions (1/1/22 - 12/31/22) 
Avg Salary 1% 3% 5% 10% Avg Salary 1% 3% 5% 10% 

$10,000  $100  $300 $500 $1,000 $60,000  $600 $1,800 $3,000 $6,000 

$15,000  $150 $450 $750 $1,500 $75,000  $750 $2,250 $3,750 $7,500 

$20,000  $200 $600 $1,000 $2,000 $90,000  $900 $2,700 $4,500 $9,000 
$30,000  $300 $900 $1,500 $3,000 $105,000  $1,050 $3,150 $5,250 $10,500 

$45,000  $450  $1,350 $2,250 $4,500 $120,000  $1,200 $3,600 $6,000 $12,000 

2022 PLANNED INCOME  2022 PROJECTED EXPENSES  

Pledges $408,000 75% Worship $216,000 37% 

Other Donations/

Gifts 
$29,000 5% 

Faith  

Formation 
$72,000 12% 

Fundraisers &  

Other Income 
$47,000  

Outreach $78,000 14% 
9%  

Connections $101,000 17% 

Transfers $63,000 11% 
Buildings/

Grounds 
$118,000 20% 

Total $547,000 100% Total $585,000 100% 

Stewardship Campaign 2022 
How is God calling you? 

First Congregational  
Church of Burlington 

 As the congregation prepares for a new year and seeks to discern what 
God is calling us to do in 2022 and beyond, we hope you'll read the information 

and ponder the photos in this brochure. They are meant to assist you in 
deciding what your monetary pledge will be for the coming year. Thank you!  

 
~The Stewardship Team 

Steve Hyde (Chair), Pam Meaker, Eric Davis, Dawn Plante,  
Bruce Hewitt, and Janice Claypoole. 



Stewardship Message from Steve Hyde 
 I, like everyone else, have particular 
thoughts and values associated with money. 
However, upon reading one of Richard Rohr’s 
daily meditations, Rights and Responsibilities, 
9-22-21, they have recently gotten a second 
look. The meditation was a reflection on the 
parable in Luke about the nobleman who gives 
his servants money, and instructs them to do 
business with it while he is away. Don’t hide it, 
put it to good use, consider the possibilities. 
One servant hid the money out of fear of losing 
it, and he was strongly condemned by his 
master. In this stewardship campaign, the 

Stewardship Team asks you to consider the possibilities, many of which are 
presented in this brochure. These possibilities can become a reality with  
your financial pledge and a pledge of your time and talents. 

Stewardship 

Witness Statement—Reid Willis 
"I pledge to FCC because the church nurtures 

people who want a faith journey, a faith community, 
and who want to put their faith into action through 

service. I give to support not only our church 
operations but the larger mission of our church and 

our denomination." 

October 2021 Service Project at Dismas House. 

God has called us to meet the needs of the 
poor and homeless through: 

• Small Potatoes. 

• Possibility Shop. 

• COTS Walk. 

Outreach 
 The Outreach Team develops and supports opportunities 
for members to put faith into action in our community, our region, and the world. 
Practicing one’s faith includes sharing skills and abilities, offering time, and 
giving unconditional love in many ways. The Outreach Team works to put 
Sunday thoughts into daily practice.  
 ~The Outreach Team. 

God continues to call us 
to support our global 
neighbors in need with: 

• Mission trips to  
 Puerto Rico and 
India. 

• Special collections 
for emergencies and 
disaster assistance. 

God is calling us to support the 
needs of marginalized neighbors via: 

• Dismas House. 

• Meals on Wheels. 

• Legal Clinic. 

Elise & Shayla Polli,  
Friends at First Delivery. 

Witness Statement—Lynn Schouten 
"I see what the Ronald McDonald House has done for 

families over the years. How wonderful that FCC helped 
them get a strong foundation in the community." 

Aven Jorgenson, 
ANEW Place Dinner. 

2022 Projected 

Expense 

$78,000 



Buildings & Grounds 

God has called us to: 

• Replace the boilers. 

• Create a new Minister's office. 

• Acquire new fencing along Buell Street. 

• Build raised garden beds. 

• Plan and coordinate volunteer work days. 
 
God is calling us to: 

• Find new ways to engage with our church family and the         
wider community through enhanced A/V allowing us to         
livestream our worship. 

• Planning upgrades to increase accessibility to our memorial garden 
and our second floor allowing us to regain the stage for performances 
and events. 

• Restoration of our beautiful sanctuary windows and front door. 

• Painting of our exterior wooden 
features, including the Choragic 
Tower. 

 The B&G Team meets monthly to review and plan current and 
future projects and discuss maintenance needs. God has called us to be faithful 
stewards of our most visible physical asset, which has been our home for the 
last 179 years. We take great pride in continuing to support and improve our 
building to continue its legacy for the next 179 years!  
 ~The Buildings & Grounds Team. 

Parking Lot Sign Installation. 

Witness Statement— 
Ellen Pine 

"I feel the most connected to 
First Church when sharing 

sacred space and worshipping 
God all together." 

2022 Projected 

Expense 

$118,000 
Worship 

Witness 
Statement—Patty 

Thomas 
"Worshipping as a 
congregation is the 
way I honor my faith 
and also share my 
faith with others." 

 The Worship Team works to enhance the worship experience through music, 
visual effects, active congregant participation, and technology. It also seeks to 
provide and support worship experiences that are accessible & welcoming to ALL! 
 ~The Worship Team. 

God has called us to: 

• Support hybrid (in-
person and remote) 
worship experiences. 

• Provide a variety of in-
person, appropriately 
physically distanced, 
and masked worship 
opportunities. 

• Turn the church columns 
into candles by 
 illuminating them in  
  Advent colors. 

Sifania Assumani with Mathias and Christina. • Contribute  
 worship  
 materials for home delivery bags. 

Worship in the Memorial Garden with the Rev. Elissa Johnk. 

God is calling us to: 

• Continue to create worship opportunities to help knit 
together our virtual and in-person communities. 

• Welcome and enfold new people into the church community. 

• Be mindful of the need to appreciate and embrace diversity of 
personal and cultural expression. 

• Engage all worshippers through a variety of worship expressions and 
experiences while honoring the legacy of First Church. 

• Lay out Christmas and Lenten candle labyrinths 
for meditative walks. 

2022 Projected 

Expense 

$216,000 



Faith Formation 
 The Faith Formation team provides a warm, loving, and safe environment 
and fun and enriching developmentally appropriate activities for our youngest 
babies to our young adults. We delve 
into Bible stories learning what it 
means to follow the ways of God, ask 
questions about faith, and explore 
how this ancient book remains 
relevant today. The journey 
continues as our high schoolers 
travel the road to confirmation, led by 
Elissa. Faith Formation supports our 
adult members as they continue to 
grow in faith as well. ~The Faith 
Formation Team. 

God has called us to: 

• Put Bibles into our children's hands. 

• Teach our youth how to serve church and community. 

• Serve in Puerto Rico. 

• Support adult studies. 

• Offer multigenerational events like Peace Camp. 
 
God is calling us to: 

• Continue to support our youngest community. 

• Give opportunities to hear and read the Bible. 

• Experience helping a world in need through YETS. 

• Seek justice. 

• Grow as a community as followers of Jesus the Christ. 

Witness Statement—Michael Samara 
"Bible Study gives me the opportunity to learn and grow with others. It helps to 
have a knowledgeable interpretation of possibilities beyond our own. Scriptures 
can be complicated and difficult to understand. Discussion of our faith journey 

enriches us all." 

Peace Camp Tie-Dyeing Art Activity, Summer 2021. 

Lenten Bible Discussion Series. 

2022 Projected 

Expense 

$72,000 

 Our Connections Team seeks to connect Visitors, 
Congregants, and the greater Burlington community with the people and work of 
First Church. Hospitality done well changes lives! ~The Connections Team. 

Connections 

God has called us to: 

• Work to engage our members and 
our diverse Burlington community 
with activities that support 
fellowship and "oneness." 

 
God is calling us to: 

• Realize the joy and blessing that 
comes from these pursuits. 

   Witness Statement— 
   Linda Elrick 

   "The connections that I have  
  made through FCC have   
 nurtured and improved my life. Many 
of my most cherished friends are members; without them I would be a lesser 

person. We have fun and talk about family and life during the pandemic. 
Thank God for friends!" 

Storytelling: Mary Ann Wolf. 

2022 Projected 

Expense 

$101,000 


