
   

October 20th, 2024 
Twenty-Second Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire 
nothing but God, and I care not whether they be clergymen or laymen, they 

alone will shake the gates of Hell and set up  
the kingdom of Heaven upon Earth.  

― John Wesley 
 

Online worshipers (live stream) are invited to greet the congregation  
by writing your name in the YouTube chat.   Please also submit any prayer requests via 

the YouTube chat – to be shared during “Prayers of the People.” 

PRELUDE                 “Cantata BWV 147 Jazz Arrangement”              Naoki Nishi 

Sam Rosenbaum 

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION        The Jorgenson Family 
Leader: God of the finite and immediate, of the infinite and eternal, we 

come today to be reminded You are with us.  
People: Whether we arrive with excitement, resignation, fear, or 

lamentation, let Your presence be our center. 
Leader: God of the poor and the hungry, the lost and the lonely, we come 

today to be reminded You are with us. 
People: Whether we are empty or fulfilled, broken or healing, let 

Your presence be our guide. 
Leader: God who holds All and is in All […] 
 We come today to be reminded You are transforming us. 
People: Whether we’ve known it all along, or can barely begin to 

believe, let Your presence be revealed in us. Amen. 

*OPENING HYMN          “O How Glorious, Full of Wonder”               #558 NCH 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                   Ava Bilton 

GOSPEL READING                     From Matthew 23     

TIME OF UNBURDENING         The Rev. Elissa Johnk 
PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION (UNISON)               The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay 
Just God, we confess our attachment to things of this world, to safety, to 
status, and to our possessions. We acknowledge the pride we take in doing 
good things that require little of us, while turning away from the needed thing 
that challenges our time and our desires. Make us repairers of brokenness 
and restorers of lost. Help us to discern that life in full pursuit of your Kindom 
is rich, full, and freeing. Help us meet the moment with abounding love and 
abiding faith. Amen. 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND PASSING OF THE PEACE 

WORD OF GOD FOR (SM)ALL AGES                            Hilah Clarke                      
Children are always welcome in worship. Those who wish to join their peer groups 

are invited to follow leaders their classrooms after this portion of the service.  

ANTHEM          Standin’ In the Need of Prayer     arr. D. M. Cherwien 

Sanctuary Choir           

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

This week’s “Celebrations & Prayer’s” list is available for you  
on the front page of our website – https://firstchurchburlington.org/ - and among the 
links under the title of the YouTube live stream throughout this morning’s live stream of 

the worship service. 

PASTORAL PRAYER, SILENT PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “From the Crush of Wealth and Power”  #552 NCH 

CLIMATE JUSTICE WITNESS     

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  

 

https://firstchurchburlington.org/


 

OFFERTORY                  Improvisation on Piano           Henry Figler 
 

You are invited to offer monetary gifts  
online using this link: https://bit.ly/fccbonlinegiving  

(also under the video title on YouTube) 
or by texting FCCBUCC to 73256  -  or mail a check payable to:  

First Congregational Church at 38 South Winooski Avenue, Burlington, VT 05401 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*DOXOLOGY                        “Praise to the Living God”                   #8 NCH 
Praise to the living God, around within, above, 

Beyond the grasp of human mind, but whom we know as love. 
In these tumultuous days, so full of hope and strife, 

May we bear witness to the Way, O Source and Goal of life. 

SCRIPTURE READING           Mark 10:17-20 

SERMON      

*PARTING HYMN      “I’m Pressing on the Upward Way”              #442 NCH                               

*BIDDING TO MISSION AND BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                          “God Bless the Child”             Holiday and Herzog 

*Please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to First Congregational Church in Burlington. Our faith is over 2,000 years 
old, but our thinking is not! First Church opens its doors to the Greater Burlington area, 
to seekers, to those in need, to an array of building users, and to a congregation of 
members, friends, and family—both curious and the committed who call our faith 
community their church home.  

We celebrate the sacred worth of all persons as unique individuals made in the image 
of God. Whatever your age, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression, marital status, or physical, cognitive, or emotional 
ability, we invite you to find a safe and nurturing spiritual home with us. All are 
welcome to participate, fully and without reservation, in the life, leadership, ministry 
and mission of this church as we seek to grow together in a community of faith. 

The First Congregational Church of Burlington is an Open & Affirming Church of the 
United Church of Christ. This means everyone – everyone – is welcome.  

That means YOU!  
 

Staff Directory 
Elissa Johnk, Lead Minister          Ava Bilton, Director of Congregational Life  
Hilah Clarke, Faith Formation Director                   Will Gunger, Office Administrator and 
In Search, Director of Music                   Youth Ministry Leader 
Grace Raines, Elementary Ministries Coordinator           Caroline Catlin, Early Childhood 
Lucy Samara, Communications Coordinator                  Coordinator                                      
Jesse O’Gorman, Security Staff                               Jennifer Coleman, Bell Choir Director 
Derik Breen, Building & Grounds        Laura Elder-Connors, Children’s Choir Director 
 

Baki Nelson, Usher & Lou Rochford, Digital Usher 
Many thanks to our guest musicians today, for lending their gifts in worship. 
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